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Haunted Hotel Group
builds tourism one
menu at a time

By Alison Bailin Batz

t is often said to avoid working with
family, likely because it can be challeng-
ing to establish boundaries, say no, or
refrain from taking things too person-
ally. Additionally, there is an old adage that
warns against mixing business and pleasure.
However, families and husband-and-wife
teams around the world are achieving great
success in their co-owned ventures. A spouse
serves as a person’s greatest support system,
so why settle for being just romantic partners
when you can be business partners as well?
One Scottsdale couple is proving that
working with both family and one’s spouse
can be a dream.
That couple is the Jurisins.
Their entrepreneurial story begins in
the 1980s at AJ’s grocery store in central
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Scottsdale. Michelle Jurisin was working at
the deli counter of the gourmet market in 1987
when Eric Jurisin walked in.

“I was renting a house in Paradise Valley
with friends, having no idea that our chance
meeting would change the course of our lives
forever,” said Eric, who eventually wooed
Michelle and love blossomed.

The Jurisins began working together,
initially opening a Mesa restaurant with
Michelle as the chef and Eric handling opera-
tions; they married in 1989. Soon after, they
welcomed their first child, Nicole. As they
enjoyed becoming a family unit, the couple
pursued corporate jobs in the food industry.

By the mid-1990s, the young family
stumbled upon the mountain town of Jerome
while traveling to Sedona. They stopped for
lunch and fell in love with an abandoned
building that was rumored to be haunted.
They joked about buying it and transforming
itinto a proper eatery for the region, but soon
the jokes turned into a serious discussion.

“We used all of our savings to buy that
building, going so far as to move into the
basement of the space with Nicole, then
just 3, while refurbishing the space into The
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Eric and Michelle Jurisin
during some culinary
research and development at

home in Scottsdale. (Haunted
Hotel Group/Submitted)

Haunted Hamburger, which we opened in
1994,” Michelle said.

The concept met a need in the area — for
both tourists and locals — from the very be-
ginning. Its popularity prompted the Jurisin
to invest in a second concept in the region,
which is now widely known as Grapes.

“We had two locations hopping in Jerome
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The restaurant that
started it all for the
Jurisins in Jerome,
The Haunted
Hamburger. (Haunted
Hotel Group/Submitted)
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as well as a second child in Eric Jr. by 2000,
and no plans to expand into nearby Cot-
tonwood, but fate had other ideas,” Michelle
said.

Given their children were growing, they
were outgrowing that Haunted Hamburger
basement. So, the family made the move
down the hill to a lovely home and commu-

APRIL 2025 / SCOTTSDALE AIRPARKNEWS / 1 ].



Colliers

8360 E. Raintree Drive, Suite 130
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[E 14080
North Northsight Blvd
Scottsdale

* 17,202 Square Feet Available

Immediate Occupancy

+ Class “A” Freestanding Office Building
* Available fully-furnished or vacant

+ Exterior signage available

+ Located two blocks west of Loop 101

freeway

B 15941

EF
ﬁﬁ % North 77th Street

[=1:

Scottsdale

Suite 2

14,358 Square Feet Available
Available April 2025

100% Office Space

8 Private Offices

+ Conference Room

Break Room

East Dynamite Blvd
Scottsdale

Building C, Suites 101-130

Located within The Villages at Troon
North

16,690 Square Feet Available

+ Office/Medical/Retail Use
¢ Classic Southwest-Spanish style
+ C-2 Zoning, City of Scottsdale

15955
North Dial Boulevard
Scottsdale

Suite 1, +4,197 SF for direct lease
Suite 5, +2,160 SF for sublease
Building signage available

Over 140 restaurants, upscale retail,
and hotels within walking distance

* Premier North Scottsdale location with

easy access to Loop 101
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nity in the heart of the Cottonwood region,
loving everything about it save for its dearth
of restaurants.

So they did something about it.

Over the past 20-plus years, the Jurisin
family has transformed Cottonwood from
a sleepy former mining town into one of
the biggest up-and-coming tourism and
culinary hotspots in Arizona. Under their
Haunted Group brand — named to honor
The Haunted Hamburger, which still stands
today — they are the minds behind Nic’s
Italian Crab & Steakhouse (named for
Nicole), the Tavern Grill, Pizzeria Bocce,
STRADA at Bocce and Crema Craft Kitchen,
all located within walking distance of each
other in Cottonwood’s mecca of entertain-
ment on Main Street.

And that is not all.

“Our son followed Michelle into cooking,
and he leads The Clinkscale Restaurant,
which is our signature eatery inside of The
Clinkscale, our boutique hotel in Jerome,”
Ericsaid. “And our daughter is now heading
up operations of The Tavern Hotel, which is
our boutique hotel in Cottonwood.”

Next for one of the first families of food
and hospitality in Arizona?
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Handmade pizza at Pizzeria

Bocce in Cottonwood.
(Haunted Hotel Group/Submitted)
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The exterior of

The Clinkscale in

Jerome. (Haunted
Hotel Group/Submitted)

In recent years, the city of Jerome recently
sold the family an old apartment building,
which the Jurisins are using to expand the
Haunted Hamburger over the next year,
creating an epic view and bigger, bolder
experience for both new guests and old.

“It will be a project that will ensure the
city continues its upward trajectory just like
we have been lucky enough to help make
possible in Cottonwood,” said Michelle, who,
with Eric, divides her time today between the
northern Arizona operations and the couple’s
home base in Scottsdale.

In addition, in coming months, they will
also open The Haunted Pizano in Jerome.
This restaurant will blend classic Italian
traditions with a modern, edgy twist, offering
guests an unforgettable dining experience.

“Think stone-fired pizzas, house-made
pastas, craft cocktails and more,” said
Michelle. m

For more information and
updates on the expansion,
please visit
thehauntedgroup.com.






